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Global Threats and Sustainability ~ (2010)

Time Schedule and Classroom
Thursday 14:40-16:10
Meet at Advanced Science and Innovation Research Building 2F

Course outline

This course “Global threats and sustainability” will look into both causes and
consequences of environmental and social changes. In this course, we examine specific
issues in the environment and societies that are of particular importance in East Asian
countries. Examples include global warming, biological diversitym over use of natural
resource and energy, population growth, poverty, social inequality, and governance. This
class also deals with various approaches to sustainability issues such as local and business
initiatives for global warming and international initiatives for global environmental issues.
We invite lecturers from various institutes including academia, business, and international
organizations, which equips students with holistic views and understanding of global
threats and sustainability. Most of the materials covered in the courses should require no
profound knowledge of specific disciplines but will be accessible to motivated students.

Class Schedule

1. Sustainability assessment: Kanemi Ban, Graduate School of Economics, Osaka U. (Oct.
7)

2. Satoyama systems and their potentials, Mitsuru Osakai, Graduate School of
Agriculture, Hokkaido U. (Oct. 14)

3. Assessment biological diversity and sustainability, Michinori Uwasu, Center of
Environmental Innovation Design for Sustainability (CEIDS), Osaka U. (Oct.21)*

4. Global sustainability: current states and challenges: Michinori Uwasu (Oct.28)*

5. Sustainability Tutorial I: What is sustainability science? CEIDS member (Nov. 11)

6. Long-term energy demand and supply and natural resource issues: Kazunari Kainou,
Research Institute of Economy, Trade, and Industry (RIETI) (Nov. 18) *

7. Urbanization and environmental problems : Outlooks in Asia: Keishiro Hara, CEIDS
(Nov. 25)*

8. Resource Issues and Sound Material-cycle Societies, Keishiro Hara (Dec. 2)*

9. Institutional design in challengin global warming, Tatsuyoshi Saijo, Center of Social
Economic Research, Osaka U. (Dec. 9)

10. Renewable Energy Promotion and Spatial Issues such as "Smart Grid": Kazunari
Kainou (Dec. 16) *

11. Mid&long term roadmap towards a low carbon society: Kanemi Ban (Jan. 6)

12. International climate change negotiations: Takahiko Hiraishi, The Institute for Global



Environmental Strategies (Jan. 13)*
13. Methods and approaches for envisioning sustainable societies - scenarios and
indicator systems, Keishiro Hara (Jan. 20) *

14. Sustainability Tutorial I1: What is sustainability science? CEIDS member (Jan. 27)

Grade
Class participation 20%, Homework Assignment 20%, Final Report 60%.

Contact person and office hour

Michinori Uwasu
Advanced Science and Innovation Research Building 6 F
Tel 6-6879-4150
E-mail uwasu@sdc.osaka-u.ac.jp

Office hour: Thu. 16:30-17-30 @ Advanced Science and Innovation Research
Building 6F

Note: Half of the lecture will be in English (classes with astarisk in the schedule). If you
have any problems regarding language, please feel free to contact Uwasu.



